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Town of Harwich, MA
   


         

732 MAIN STREET, HARWICH, MA 02645

March 31, 2016

Dear Business Owner:

As you may know, or perhaps not, the Town of Harwich approved a General Bylaw at last year’s Annual Town Meeting which bans certain types of single-use plastic bags.  We are writing to you to inform you that the ban will commence on June 15, 2016.

Attached for your convenience is a fact sheet that provides the pertinent information that you will need to know to come into compliance with this Bylaw.  In simple terms, this Bylaw prohibits an establishment from distributing or selling any single-use plastic bags; which is defined as a bag made from plastic with integral handles and of a very fine thickness.  The Town of Harwich is available to assist you in identifying the various types of plastic bags.  Please see the contact information below.
Some of you may be asking why such a ban?  The use of single-use bags has become an environmental issue.  Negative impacts to marine and land animals, including death, through ingestion and entanglement; and not to mention the pollution and litter that results from bags flying about causing storm drains to become clogged and bags in trees.  

It is important to note what the bag ban does not do.  It does not authorize the enforcers of this bylaw to stop someone from using a single-use bag in any manner; no individual can be cited for possession of a plastic bag even though banned at check out.

If you should have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the Harwich Health Department at 508-430-7509 or the Town Administrators Office at 508-430-7513.  
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