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Section 3B.18  Crosswalk Markings
Support:

01  Crosswalk markings provide guidance for pedestrians who are crossing roadways by defining and delineating 
paths on approaches to and within signalized intersections, and on approaches to other intersections where 
traffic stops.

02  In conjunction with signs and other measures, crosswalk markings help to alert road users of a designated 
pedestrian crossing point across roadways at locations that are not controlled by traffic control signals or STOP or 
YIELD signs.

03  At non-intersection locations, crosswalk markings legally establish the crosswalk.
Standard:

04  When crosswalk lines are used, they shall consist of solid white lines that mark the crosswalk.  They 
shall not be less than 6 inches or greater than 24 inches in width.
Guidance:

05  If transverse lines are used to mark a crosswalk, the gap between the lines should not be less than 6 feet.  
If diagonal or longitudinal lines are used without transverse lines to mark a crosswalk, the crosswalk should be 
not less than 6 feet wide.

06  Crosswalk lines, if used on both sides of the crosswalk, should extend across the full width of pavement or 
to the edge of the intersecting crosswalk to discourage diagonal walking between crosswalks (see Figures 3B-17 
and 3B-19).

07  At locations controlled by traffic control signals or on approaches controlled by STOP or YIELD signs, 
crosswalk lines should be installed where engineering judgment indicates they are needed to direct pedestrians to 
the proper crossing path(s).

Figure 3B-17.  Examples of Yield Lines at Unsignalized Midblock Crosswalks

Legend

Direction of travel

A - Two-way roadway

20 to 50 ft

20 to 50 ft

20 to 50 ft

B - One-way roadway

Note: If Stop Here for Pedestrians signs 
are used instead of Yield Here to 
Pedestrians signs, stop lines shall 
be used instead of yield lines.
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08  Crosswalk lines should not be used indiscriminately.  An engineering study should be performed before a 
marked crosswalk is installed at a location away from a traffic control signal or an approach controlled by a 
STOP or YIELD sign.  The engineering study should consider the number of lanes, the presence of a median, 
the distance from adjacent signalized intersections, the pedestrian volumes and delays, the average daily traffic 
(ADT), the posted or statutory speed limit 
or 85th-percentile speed, the geometry of the 
location, the possible consolidation of multiple 
crossing points, the availability of street lighting, 
and other appropriate factors.

09  New marked crosswalks alone, without other 
measures designed to reduce traffic speeds, 
shorten crossing distances, enhance driver 
awareness of the crossing, and/or provide active 
warning of pedestrian presence, should not be 
installed across uncontrolled roadways where 
the speed limit exceeds 40 mph and either:
 A.  The roadway has four or more lanes 

of travel without a raised median or 
pedestrian refuge island and an ADT of 
12,000 vehicles per day or greater; or

 B.  The roadway has four or more lanes 
of travel with a raised median or 
pedestrian refuge island and an ADT of 
15,000 vehicles per day or greater.

Option A:
Box only with
8- to 12-inch
solid white lines

Option B:
Box with “DO NOT BLOCK,” “KEEP

CLEAR,” or similar text only message

Option D:
“DO NOT BLOCK,” “KEEP CLEAR,”

or similar text only message (no box)

Direction of congested traffic

Legend

Direction of travel

R10-7
(the R10-7 sign may also be
mounted over the roadway)

Adjacent signalized intersection

Note: Align the edges of the box to 
define the specific area that is not 
to be blocked.  The box does not 
have to be rectangular in shape.

Optional dotted extensionsOptional dotted extension

Option C:
Box with 4- to 6-inch solid

white crosshatch lines

OR

Figure 3B-18.  Do Not Block Intersection Markings

Spacing of lines 
selected to avoid
wheel path

Figure 3B-19.  Examples of Crosswalk Markings
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Support:
10  Chapter 4F contains information on Pedestrian Hybrid Beacons.  Section 4L.03 contains information 

regarding Warning Beacons to provide active warning of a pedestrian’s presence.  Section 4N.02 contains 
information regarding In-Roadway Warning Lights at crosswalks.  Chapter 7D contains information regarding 
school crossing supervision.
Guidance:

11  Because non-intersection pedestrian crossings are generally unexpected by the road user, warning signs 
(see Section 2C.50) should be installed for all marked crosswalks at non-intersection locations and adequate 
visibility should be provided by parking prohibitions.
Support:

12  Section 3B.16 contains information regarding placement of stop line markings near crosswalk markings.
Option:

13  For added visibility, the area of the crosswalk may be marked with white diagonal lines at a 45-degree angle to 
the line of the crosswalk or with white longitudinal lines parallel to traffic flow as shown in Figure 3B-19.

14  When diagonal or longitudinal lines are used to mark a crosswalk, the transverse crosswalk lines may be 
omitted.  This type of marking may be used at locations where substantial numbers of pedestrians cross without 
any other traffic control device, at locations where physical conditions are such that added visibility of the 
crosswalk is desired, or at places where a pedestrian crosswalk might not be expected.
Guidance:

15  If used, the diagonal or longitudinal lines should be 12 to 24 inches wide and separated by gaps of 12 to 60 
inches.  The design of the lines and gaps should avoid the wheel paths if possible, and the gap between the lines 
should not exceed 2.5 times the width of the diagonal or longitudinal lines.
Option:

16  When an exclusive pedestrian phase that permits diagonal crossing of an intersection is provided at a traffic 
control signal, a marking as shown in Figure 3B-20 may be used for the crosswalk.
Guidance:

17  Crosswalk markings should be located so that the curb ramps are within the extension of the crosswalk 
markings.
Support:

18  Detectable warning surfaces mark boundaries between pedestrian and vehicular ways where there is no raised 
curb.  Detectable warning surfaces are required by 49 CFR, Part 37 and by the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) where curb ramps are constructed at the junction of sidewalks and the roadway, for marked and unmarked 
crosswalks.  Detectable warning surfaces contrast 
visually with adjacent walking surfaces, either 
light-on-dark, or dark-on-light.  The “Americans 
with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines 
for Buildings and Facilities (ADAAG)” 
(see Section 1A.11) contains specifications for 
design and placement of detectable warning 
surfaces.

Section 3B.19  Parking Space Markings
Support:

01  Marking of parking space boundaries 
encourages more orderly and efficient use 
of parking spaces where parking turnover is 
substantial.  Parking space markings tend to 
prevent encroachment into fire hydrant zones, bus 
stops, loading zones, approaches to intersections, 
curb ramps, and clearance spaces for islands 
and other zones where parking is restricted.  
Examples of parking space markings are shown 
in Figure 3B-21.
Standard:

02  Parking space markings shall be white.

Figure 3B-20.  Example of Crosswalk Markings 
for an Exclusive Pedestrian Phase 

that Permits Diagonal Crossing

Inside markings
are optional
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CHAPTER 3G.  COLORED PAVEMENTS

Section 3G.01  General
Support:

01  Colored pavements consist of differently colored road paving materials, such as colored asphalt or concrete, or 
paint or other marking materials applied to the surface of a road or island to simulate a colored pavement.

02  If non-retroreflective colored pavement, including bricks and other types of patterned surfaces, is used as a 
purely aesthetic treatment and is not intended to communicate a regulatory, warning, or guidance message to road 
users, the colored pavement is not considered to be a traffic control device, even if it is located between the lines of 
a crosswalk.
Standard:

03  If colored pavement is used within the traveled way, on flush or raised islands, or on shoulders to 
regulate, warn, or guide traffic or if retroreflective colored pavement is used, the colored pavement is 
considered to be a traffic control device and shall be limited to the following colors and applications:
 A.  Yellow pavement color shall be used only for flush or raised median islands separating traffic flows 

in opposite directions or for left-hand shoulders of roadways of divided highways or one-way streets 
or ramps.

 B.  White pavement color shall be used for flush or raised channelizing islands where traffic passes on 
both sides in the same general direction or for right-hand shoulders.

04  Colored pavements shall not be used as a traffic control device, unless the device is applicable at 
all times.
Guidance:

05  Colored pavements used as traffic control devices should be used only where they contrast significantly with 
adjoining paved areas.

06  Colored pavement located between crosswalk lines should not use colors or patterns that degrade the 
contrast of white crosswalk lines, or that might be mistaken by road users as a traffic control application.
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