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Submission information

Form: 2023 Community Preservation Act Project Funding Request [1]
Submitted by Anonymous (not verified)
September 27, 2023 - 2:33pm
2603:3005:5679:100:18e2:fe6:68e3:ede

Acknowledge receipt of Informational Packet
I have received and read the Informational Packet linked to above

________

Project Title
Rental Assistance Program

Amount Requested
$250,000

Project Description
The Rental Assistance program would allow families and individuals to maintain affordable, year-
round rental housing by ensuring that their monthly rent contribution does not exceed 30% of the
household’s monthly income. The goals of this program are to assist in financially stabilizing
individuals and families, provide education to program participants in the budgeting process, and
assist in self-sufficiency.
The Affordable Housing Trust, through this program, intends to provide rental assistance to
eligible households for one year. The maximum time period for the rental assistance program
assistance voucher would be two years.
A portion, $50,000, of the requested funds would be used for management of the program.

Estimated Start Date
July 1, 2024

Estimated Completion Date
July 1, 2027

Three years from the release of funds (July 2024) funds may be rescinded automatically; waivers
may be sought.

________
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Applicant Name
Brianna Powell, Housing Advocate

Organization
Town of Harwich, Housing Advocacy Department

Mailing Address
204 Sisson Road, Harwich, MA 02645

Phone
774-394-3968

Applicant Email
bpowell@harwich-ma.gov

________

Project Manager
Brianna Powell

Mailing Address
204 Sisson Road, Harwich, MA 02645

Phone
774-994-3968

Project Manager Email
bpowell@harwich-ma.gov

________

Alternate Contact
Joe Powers

Mailing Address
732 Main Street, Harwich, MA 02645

Phone
508-430-7513

Alternate Email
jpowers@harwich-ma.gov

________

Please choose the correct category or categories for your project, below, according to the
following definitions:

Open Space: This application is for the “acquisition, preservation, rehabilitation and/or
preservation of open space”.
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Historic: This application is for the “acquisition, preservation, rehabilitation and/or restoration of
historic resources”. Please provide the date on which the HDHC reviewed and endorsed this
application.

Community Housing: This application is for the “acquisition, creation, preservation and/or
support of community housing”.

Recreation: This application is for the “acquisition, creation, preservation, rehabilitation and/or
restoration of land for recreational use”.

Please refer to the Informational Packet linked to at the start of the application process for
detailed explanation of the CPA funding Categories.

CPA Category
Community Housing

________

How does this project fit into Harwich’s Local Comprehensive Plan and/or other Plan?

With rising amounts of households falling into being rent burdened, meaning more than 30% of
their household income is going to rent (33% of households in Harwich), the rental assistance
program would add subsidized rental assistance creating stabilization of rent costs for some
families and individuals. Many individuals and families are finding it increasingly difficult to remain
in Harwich due to the increase in both homeownership and rentals. Many folks would be eligible
for this program as 920 households in Harwich have an income of $25,000 or less (Housing
Production Plan). Currently there are only 328 units on the Subsidized Housing Inventory List,
meaning there is still a large percentage of households needing assistance that they are not
getting right now.

How does this project benefit the citizens of Harwich? If appropriate, has the application
sought public opinion or input? If not, why?

This project benefits the citizens of Harwich by making rental assistance accessible to citizens
that may be struggling to afford their current rent and therefor, may consider moving out of
Harwich or off Cape entirely. We need to retain the residents we have rather than lose them
because they cannot afford to live and work here any longer. This program would alleviate a
financial burden for multiple households.

Please list other Commissions/Boards/Committees/Organizations that may have
involvement, jurisdiction, partnering, and attach documentation of their review:

The Affordable Housing Trust voted to support this program at their meeting on 9/25/23. You can
see the vote on Channel18 on YouTube.

Please list any documentation to be forthcoming and reason for delay.

1. Wellfleet Rental Assistance program which I intend to replicate but with updated figures.
2. Harwich Housing Profile - Completed by Cape Cod Commission to show that over 30% of
Harwich residents are currently rent burdened, meaning they spend more than 30% of their
income on rent payments.
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________

PROJECT BUDGET: Attach a dated and detailed line item project budget estimate for your
funding request. If the request involves a Town-owned asset, provide the project’s projected
operating expenses, including maintenance.

COST ESTIMATE: Attach a cost estimate or firm quote (if available) for this project.

$ 250,000

LAND and/or BUILDING ACQUISITION PROJECTS: The following must also be submitted, as
applicable:

• Surveys and/or plot plans for the property
• Appraisals and agreements  (if not available then submit by December 1, 2023)
• Name of present owner and attach copy of deed conveying property unto present owner.
• Property address, Harwich Assessor’s property identification (Map#, Parcel #).
• For proposed Open Space land purchases, be prepared to discuss public access with the

Committee.

________

Please upload any additional application material here.   Material must be in up to three (3)
Portable Document Format (pdf) files, not to exceed 5MB each.

Any files exceeding 5MB must be submitted on a USB memory stick with hardcopy submission.

Upload file
45416September 27 2023 - 233pm.pdf [2]

Upload file
45416September 27 2023 - 233pm.pdf [3]

Upload file

________

By signing below, the Applicant represents and warrants that all the information included is true
and correct to the best of the signer’s knowledge and belief.  Further, the Applicant
acknowledges in the event that the Community Preservation Committee agrees to grant funds to
Applicant (and subject to Town Meeting approval), this application together with any Terms and
Conditions shall constitute a binding agreement, between the Applicant and the Community
Preservation Committee.  Further, Applicant acknowledges and agrees to execute any additional
grant agreements should the Community Preservation Committee so request.

ATTESTATION: I HEREBY ATTEST THAT THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS
APPLICATION IS TRUE AND ACCURATE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE.

Submission Date September 27, 2023 - 2:33pm
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Full Name Brianna Powell

Title Housing Advocate

Signature: _______________________________________  Date: _______________

Source URL:https://www.harwich-ma.gov/node/330511/submission/45416

Links
[1] https://www.harwich-ma.gov/community-preservation-committee/webforms/2023-community-preservation-act-
project-funding-request [2] https://www.harwich-ma.gov/system/files/webform
/45416September%2027%202023%20-%20233pm.pdf [3] https://www.harwich-ma.gov/system/files/webform
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