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BOARD OF HEALTH
732 Main Street Harwich, MA 02645
508-430-7509 — Fax 508-430-7531

E-mail: healthi@rown. liarwich.ma. is

TOWN OF HARWICH BOARD OF HEALTH
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2021-2:00 P.M.
HARWICH TOWN HALL - DONN B GRIFFIN ROOM
AGENDA

As required by law, the Town may audio or video record thi
video record this open session is re

I CALL TO ORDER

s meeting. Any person intending to either audio or
quired to inform the Chair

I NEW BUSINESS

A. Board of Health discussion regarding potential face covering requirement during Board, Committee, and
Town Meetings- Vote to accept/deny/take this under consideration

111 ADJOURN-

Vote to accept/deny/take under consideration '

Authorized posting officer: W/
Jennifer Clarke /Z/; p A
Signature Date v \Téwn Eferk

Per the Attorney General’s Office: The committee may hold an open session JSor topics not reasonably
anticipated by the Chair 48 hours in advance of the meeting Jollowing “New Business.” If you are deaf or hard
of hearing or a person with a disability who requires an

accommodation, contact the Selectmen’s Office at 508-
430-7513

Date

Board of Health Agenda-September 10, 2021



Town of Harwich

Board of Health
732 Main Street Harwich, MA 02645
508-430-7509 — Fax 508-430-7531
E-mail: health@town.harwich.ma.us

September 8, 2021

Suggested motion:

“Due to the current resurgence in COVID-19 cases, and the number of
breakthrough cases of vaccinated individuals in the Town, the Board of
Health hereby orders, effective immediately, that face coverings shall be
worn by anyone age 2 years or older attending an indoor public meeting of a

Town Board, Commission or Committee, including Town Meeting, except as
provided below:

e The Chair (or in the case of Town Meeting, the Moderator) may
excuse, upon advance request and for good cause shown, any
individual attendee’s face covering requirement for medical reasons;

e The Chair (or in the case of Town Meeting, the Moderator) may allow
attendees to remove face coverings temporarily to speak to the
meeting, or entirely, provided that attendees can maintain social
distancing of 6’ or greater throughout the meeting.

As used herein, attendees shall include members of a Town Board,
Commission or Committee.

All attendees shall be required to provide either an email address or phone
number to the Town at the meeting for contact tracing purposes.

This order shall remain in effect until further notice. The Board of Health
will revisit this order at one of its duly-noticed, upcoming, regularly-
scheduled meetings, likely Tuesday October 19, 2021, at which time it may

consider, among other things, either rescinding or continuing the face
covering requirement.”



‘sazis uogejndod juasayip aAey Jey) sease dlydesboalb usamiaq eiep aiedwod

01 pasn aie sajey ‘(eaie owdeibost ey ui Buay ajdoad o saqunu sup) Joteunuouap uonejndod ayi Aq papiap eaie aydesbosb au u PaIONPUOd §1S8} JO JAqUINU 3Y) wioy paje(ndjed
ase sajes bunss) pauielqo si (22uspisal jo umol Jo Ao 1iau o} sased BuiuBisse) uoneunoul wydesbowsp mau pue (waisks sy unyym suodal sjeaydnp jo [eaowai) sinddo Bujuesp
ejep se abueyo sanunoo pue ‘sumoj ‘sanp syoads Joj sJUN0d 8se “swn ui juied ajbuis e e aseqelep sauB|IIBAINS HA QW BY) U] S|qBJIBAE UOIBULOIUI UO Paseq 3ie Se|qe) 3sau) Jo}
e1e( -a10u aseald (9407 100 ‘Moda ‘0Z0z ubnoiy 107 o) Selewis] uonejndod ealy |[BWS (B 18 'S Sledg) jppow Aueg-uoyuiey payipow e Buisn amsu] anyeuoq SHasnydessely
jo Aussaaun aup Ag patewnse siojeunuouap Buisn uoneindod gog°g0) Jed salel saIBND[ED HYQW S8dIAISS SofeuLIoju| puE saueisAaIng pajeibaju) jo s 'ssousRg fiojeloqen
pue aseasi(] SNoROaJul Jo Neaing ‘UieaH J1jqnd Jo juswpieds( syasnyoessepy sy Aq paleai) 'SINSHEIS Pue SpPIooaYy |BUA jo Ausifiay i pue seousiag AiojesoqeT] pue asessig
snoyasjuj jo neaing sy Aq papiaoid ElE( 61-(INOQD ‘Seainog ejeq “abueyp o) pafgns pue Aseunwysid ase pieoqysep siy) ul papnpul BIEP |y ‘passaiddns usaq aAey SUOREAIBSQO

G UBL Jama) YIiM S[j20), "BIEP MBI BU] PEOJUAOP PUE SAIYDIE elep ino Yisia aseajd ‘abues siyi jo apisino eiep maia of “abed siyj uo S[qeMalA 1B EIEP JO SYSIM ¢ 1USIBI 1S0W Y

5¢ 0c Gl 0 5 0
| T anouwses
| T —

- e oiniy

R - R S o T Gompues
O 5 T LR S SR SR UMO|BIUIAOI]
» o [ suBBLO

R 5 i e i) sadusen

R T yauueH

B U SRS wnowe
TR weyse3

B T S S A e swuaQ
SRR T weyeyd

. ST sRismaig

- R R R T swnog
e R e e e sigelsuieg

<5 I <5 .0essen o v
- ) ‘w‘ﬁm,wucou_uc..z_wn ‘mamhu_fﬁd,_ﬁ‘m?v,w.
Jojedipuj ue 10sjes

L20Lei6 -
21e( B 109j8S

(sanjea dginpg) a
sauno) 19918S

mo] pue A0 Aq eleq

Aunog Aq eleqg gieq Bunss}

yaam jad aouo pajepdn ale ejep asay],
1Z0Z ‘gz 1snbny uo Buipua pue

1202 ‘G1 1snbny ‘Burels eyep ypm
1202 ‘2 sequisydag ajep Hoday

ND3|qD+4 4

BAlYoIY BlEQ
$32iN0sS8Y

ejeq umoy g A)o
umopyeaiq usned
4017 % p3 18yBiH
syieeq 64-0IN0D
suonezjeydsoH
Bunsal 61-AINOD
sesed 64-0IAQD
Spusl] M3IABAD

MBIAJBAQ S Aepo)

uonebineN

umo] pue Ay Aq ejeq Apleap 7

A

pieoqused 61-AINOD | ulleaH 21and Jo Juswpedaq spasnyoessepy & )



1Z0Z ‘6T Aenuer si paieuddeA Ajjny paiapisuod ag PiNOM S[ENPIAIPUL YdIYM 1B 21ep 1531|183 3Y1 ‘0Z0T ‘vT 19quiadaq uesaq UOIIRUIDIBA

"MaIAJ91ul Juailed ySnouyi s101e811sanul 3sed Aq 3|qeule1qo Sulag UOIIBWIOLUI 1BY] UO S3l|ad Sased pazijeldsoy

Jo Suinu0das pue UOIIBIIIIUSP! SB PIUN0IIBPUN OS[e AjyI| SI Blep UoI1ez|elidSOH SWalsAs ssode spi0dal ydlew ol Ayjigeul ue uj uiyjnsal
‘S|eNPIAIPUI JO Y1JIg JO S31BP PUE SAWEU 33 Ul S31ouedaudsip 03 snp pajunodapun aq Aew ajdoad paleulddeA Ul sased Jo Jaquinu ayL
*SUOIRUIDIBA PUB S3SBD 10} PJ0J3J JO WsAs ay3 uaamiaq elep Suiyolew uo saijau 9|doad paleuiddeA ul S3sed JO UOlIedl}iauap| 1330u asea|d

‘(Aepsinyl uo

paisod) pieoqyseq uoileurddep Apjesp syl pue (Aepli{-Aepuop
pa31sod) 10day auiddeA Ajleg ay3 ul paysijgnd aJe saulddeA

uo ejep |euonippy ‘Aepsany uo paisod pue Apjeam palepdn

S| Joday sjenpliAlpu] pajeulddeA Ajing ul sase) 6T-AIAOD YL




. ejep NIAVIA ‘e1ed SlIN :82inos
1202 ‘61 Alenuer si pajeurooeA Ajjnj pasapisuod 8q pINom S[ENPIAIPUI YIIym Je 81ep 1sallies 8y} :0Z0Z ‘1 J9quieoag uebaq uojeuidde.

-maineul Juaijed yBnouy) siojeBiisenul ased Aq ejqeurelqo Buleq uoiewojul Jey) uo seljel sesed pazife)dsoy Jo Buiodas pue uojedlusp! Se pajunoosepun osie Ajey||
si ejep uonezie)dsoH SwajsAs $S0.08 Spiooal yojew o} Ajjiqeur ue ul Buninses ‘S|ENPIAIPUI JO YHIQ JO S8JEp puE SaLeu dy} Ul s9jouedauosip 0} 8np pajunooIspun 8q Aew a|doad
PJEUIDOBA Ul SISED JO JOqUINU 8| "SUOIJBUIOOBA PUB SOSED IO} PI08J JO WalsAs ay} usemiaq ejep Buiyojew uo saijal 9|jdoad pajeulodeA Ul Sesed JO UOHeIYHUap| (910N

o\ogo.ou 29t U m vri saseds Buowe syjeaq

%20°0 U ¢9L v m 159 sases Buowe suoijezije}idsoH

%€S"0 U 858°€T v m erv6l sasen

(/6 papodal) (8z/8 papodal)

LS|enpiAIpuj YEELN )99M }se|
pajeuidoep S1y} Junod ybnouyj junod
AInd v 30 % aAlje|nwNY aAne|nwn

ajep 0} panodal UojewWIOUl U0 Paseq Yjeap Ul pajnsal S8sed Z9| pue uolezi[ejidsoy Ul pajnsal sased 8G8°'cg 89S0y} Jo g9/ =
a|doad pajeulooeA Ul Sesed gGg‘ez a1am aiay) pue ajdoad pajeuloden ANy 62225 v 91em 81ay} LZ0Z ‘v Joquisides Jo sy w

LOUIDOBA
JO S0P |eul} 8y} Jaye shep | uey} aiow aAlsod }s8) oym asoy) se psjunood aie sjdoad pajeulodeA Ul sased §1-QIAQD =

s|enpiAlpu] pajeurddeA Ajin4 ul sase9 61-AIAOD



{New Cases per 3-Day Period)

15,880 Confirmed Cases; 488 Deaths

COVID-19 Epidemiological Curve--New Cases (Confirmed)
Barnstable County, as of 9/7/21 5:00 pm
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Source: V. Harik, BCOHS; Using data provided by the MA Department of Public Health

Date (3-Day Period) (2020 & 2021)

Incubation Period = 14 Days; Data presented in 3-day periods which equal ~1/4 of the Incubation Period
* Probable cases have not been charted since 12/6/20 and numbered 531 at that time.

First presumptive positive case was quarantined on 3/6/20;




Hospitalizations, Last Report: Not Cumulative Cumulative
Med/Surg ICU Beds || Barnstable Barnstable 3-Day Avg. of |ICU Percent
Beds Occupied Occupied [|County Cases County Persons in Hosp. | of Beds
(Last Report)  (Last Report) || (Confirmed) Deaths (Med/Surg +1CU) | Occupied
9/6/2021  Cape Cod Hospital 11 1 |
(3pm) Falmouth Hospital 4 1 |
15 2 | 15880 488 13.7 12%

Case numbers in Barnstable County remain elevated since early July yet have fallen since the
end of the Provincetown Cluster (7/3 to 7/31). Case increases on Nantucket and Martha's
Vineyard remain problematic.

As noted, in Barnstable County the case increases associated with the Provincetown Cluster
have abated, yet we are still picking up anywhere from 15 to 40 new cases per day. On the
Islands we have seen significant case increases over the past five weeks which have begun to
abate on Nantucket but not yet on Martha's Vineyard

The spread of the Delta variant has caused this resurgence in cases across Cape Cod and on the
Islands and is the variant associated with increasing cases numbers across our region and the
state. Note that, nationwide, approximately 20% of new cases identified via testing are
among fully vaccinated persons. In MA 20% to 30% of patients hospitalized for COVID are
fully vaccinated. Again, the larger-than-expected numbers of cases among vaccinated persons
is attributed to the presence of the Delta variant. As such nearly all public health authorities--
national, state, and local--recommend resumption of masking in indoor public spaces, physical
distancing, and continuation of handwashing and other hygienic precautions.

1. Provincetown Cluster:
Epidemiologic surveillance of the Provincetown cluster ended on Saturday 8/28, and final

numbers are noted below.

As noted, a case cluster associated with Provincetown was declared by the DPH in early

July. Cases associated with exposures in Provincetown for the period 7/3/21 through 7/17/21
and positive test result through 7/31 numbered 1,143 on Friday (8/27). Note that this cluster
case number includes all persons associated with the cluster (residents of Provincetown,
other towns on Cape Cod, other towns in MA, and from other states). In essence, exposures
among residents and visitors to Provincetown during the July 4th holiday weekend and
afterward resulted in this case cluster. Provincetown issued a Public Health Advisory and will
maintained Masking Mandate through 8/21.

e Ofthe 1,143 cluster cases 247 were among Provincetown residents. A further
60 cluster-associated cases were among residents of other Barnstable County towns
(see table below), notably towns of the Outer Cape. Nearly all of the Provincetown
cluster cases have been released from observation and are considered recovered.



e 75% of the Massachusetts cases (from whom we have the most complete data) were
among fully vaccinated persons.

e 88% of the cases (1,000) were symptomatic, however in most cases the symptoms are
mild.

« 8 hospitalizations were associated with this cluster, 6 of which were MA residents. 7 of
the 8 hospitalized patients were fully vaccinated.

e There were no fatalities associated with the cluster.

On 5/29/21 the Statewide masking mandate was lifted. However:

e Businesses whose activities involve staff contact with patrons indoors and/or patrons'
close contact with one another (within 6 feet, for >15 minutes) may wish to re-assert
masking and physical distancing requirements.

e At aminimum, all unvaccinated persons, including children, are advised to
mask indoors in public spaces and outdoors when physical distancing is not possible.

e DPH recommends that all persons, vaccinated or not, experiencing COVID symptoms
or having had close contact with someone who has tested positive for COVID be
tested themselves. Guidance on testing, isolation, and quarantine can be found
here: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/about-covid-19-
testing, https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-isolation-and-quarantine-
information

3. Hospitalizations and Fatalities: The 3-day avg. hospitalization rate at CCH and FH is 12.0 (its
recent peak was 14.0 on 8/23). Hospitalizations remain relatively low and are far below what
has been seen during prior case surges. This is due to the efficacy of the vaccines at preventing
severe illness and hospitalizations among cases. 15 fatalities have been reported since the
beginning of this Delta surge in late June/early July.

CCH and Falmouth Hospitals remain open to visitation but have again tightened their visitation
policies somewhat. As with all healthcare providers CCHC's masking protocols remain in
place. ICU and med/surg patients are now younger than were seen during prior case surges.

4. Schools and Childcare Centers: Schools and childcare centers remain subject to the
following guidance from DESE and the DPH:

e K-12 Schools: https://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/. Last week DESE Commissioner
Riley was granted the authority to mandate masks for all K-12 public schools through
10/1/21, at least. After October 1, the commissioner’s policy would allow middle and
high schools to lift the mask mandate for vaccinated students and staff only if the school
meets a certain vaccination rate — at least 80 percent of students and staff in a school
building are vaccinated. Unvaccinated students and staff would still be required to wear
masks. The mandate would include exceptions for students who cannot wear a mask
due to medical conditions or behavioral needs. Further information can be found




here: file:///C:/Users/Vaira/Downloads/DESE%20Implementation%200f%20Mask%20R
equirement%208.25.21.pdf

Childcare/Early Education: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/eec-covid-19-resources-
updates-and-information




