February 10, 2016

Virginia Hewitt, The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Library Director ~ William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonweaith
Brooks Free Library - Massachusetts Historical Commission

739 Main Street

Harwich, MA 02643

RE: Brooks Free Library, 739 Main Street, Harwich, MA
Dear Ms. Hewitt:

The Massachusetts Historical Commyission (MHC) was provided with a copy of the Brooks Free Library Exterior
Assessment Report, prepared by McGinley Kalsow & Associates, Inc and dated July 17, 2015. The report addresses
the assessment of the Brooks Block building refative to the building’s condition, prioritized repair recommendations
and budget pricing reflecting the recommended repairs. McGinley Kalsow & Associates has requested that the
MHC review and comment on this report.

The Brooks Free Library is included in the National Register of Historic Places as a contributing building in the
Harwich Center Historic District. The MHC recommends that all proposed work on historic buildings follow the
Secretary of the Interior’s, Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties. It is the intent of these standards to
assist with the long-term preservation of an historic property’s significance through the preservation of historic
materials and features,

After reviewing the Brooks Free Library Report, relative to the architectural assessment, the MHC understands the
proposed recommendations include the following: repairs to the existing windows; miscellaneous repairs and
selective replacement to all wood clapboard and trim including wood columns and flashings: chemical stripping of
paint to an approximate 90% removal level; and priming and painting. The MHC would agree that the
recommended approach will follow the Secretary of the Interior’s, Standards for the Treaiment of Historic
Properties by maximizing the retention of histeric building fabric. The use of chemical stripping is a recognized
and acceptable method for paint removal, particularly useful when existing paint layer buildup has reached an
extreme condition as would appear to be the case with the Brooks Block building. The MHC is familiar with this
method and has provided funding for projects involving this type of paint removal approach inchiding the Edmund
Fowle House located in Watertown, MA.

The MHC would strongly recommend that historic paint color analysis be undertaken prior to the paint stripping as
this paint removal method permanently eliminates any possibility for analysis of paint color evidence in the future.
In conjunction with the analysis of the historic paint color layers, the MHC would also recommend the
implementation of the original or other historically appropriate paint color scheme as determined through this

process.

In conclusion, the MHC has reviewed the referenced report and agrees with the design approach taken which
minimizes changes to the important character-defining features of the library and emphasizes the stabilization and
restorq;ie;n of key otiginal features and qualities. ‘

Paul Holtz (
Historical Architect’

Co-Director, Grants Division
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Ce: Wendall Kalsow, McGinley Kalsow & Assuciates

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: {617) 727-5128
www.sec.state. ma.us/mhe






The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards
for Treatment of Historic Properties

Standards for Preservation

1.

L

A property will be usaed as it was historically, or be given a new use-that ,E’naxi'lﬁiz;é_s the
treatment and use have not been identified, a property will be protected and, if necessary,

stabilized until additional work may be undertaken,

Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, olace, and use, Work
needed to stabilize, consolidate, and conserve existing historic materials and features will
he physically and visually compatible, identifiable upon close inspecticon, and properly
documented for future research.

Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in their own right will be
retained and preserved.

Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of

replacement of a distinctive feature, the new material will match the old in composition,

design, coelor, and texture.

‘Chemical or physical treatments, If appropriate, will be undertaken using the ‘gentlesti

Archeological rescurces will be protected and preserved in place. if such resources must

he disturbed, mitigation measures will be undertaken,
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' McGinley Kalsow

& Associates, Inc.
e ARCHITECTS & PRESERVATION FLAMKERS

DESIGN & PRESERVATION AWARDS

St. Mary’s Hall, Boston College
2015 Paul E. Tsongas Preservation Award, Preservation Mass
2015 PCI National Design Award

Northbridge Memorial Town Hall, Whitinsville, MA
2014 Preservation Award, Massachusetts Historical Commission

First Parish in Dorchester, Dorchester, MA
2014 Preservation Award, Massachusetts Historical Commission
2014 Boston Preservation Alliance, Preservation Award

Bromfield-Pearson Hall - Tafts University, Somerville-Medford, MA
2013 Good Stewardship Preservation Award, Somerville Historical Preservation Commission

Men’s Comfort Station/Earl of Sandwich, Boston Common, MA
2013 Preservation Award, Boston Preservation Alliance

2013 IES New England Section Award for Excellence in Lighting Design
2013 IES Regional Award for Excellence In Lighting Design

Provincetown Public Library, Provincetown, MA
2012 Preservation Award, Massachusetts Historical Commission

Needham Town Hall, Needham, MA

2013 Preservation Award, Massachusetts Historical Commission

2012 Bosworth Award for Preservation Excellence, Needham Historical Commission
2012 Regional Design Award, llluminating Engineer Society of North America

2012 Edwin F. Guth Memarial Award for Interior Lighting, IESNA Boston/RI Section

Gasson Hall, Boston College, Chestnut Hill, MA

2013 Honor Design Award Citation for Technical Merit, Boston Society of Architects
2012 Preservation Award, Historic Newton

2012 SCUP/ATA-CAE Excellence in Architecture for Restoration/Preservation Award
2012 Regtonal Design Award, Illuminating Engineer Society of North America

2012 Paul Waterbury Award for Outdoor Lighting, IESNA Boston/RI Section

2009 PCI National Design Award: Best School Project

2009 BAC Craft Award Best Restoration/Rehabilitation Project

Provincetown Town Hall, Provincetown, MA

2012 Preservation Award, The Victorian Society in America

2012 Regional Design Award, [lluminating Engineer Society of Noirth America

2012 Edwin F. Guth Memorial Award for Interior Lighting, IESNA Boston/RI Section
2011 Preservation Award, Massachusetts Historical Commission

2010 Excellence in Preservation Award, Provincetown Historical Commission

St. Ann Parish, Somerville, MA
2012 Preservation Award, Somerville Historic Commission
2010 Somerville Historical Commission, Honorable Mention

324 Broadway - PQBox 45248 - Somerville, MA 02145 + G617-625-8g01 » Fax617-625-8902



MeGinley Kalsow & Associates, Inc.

Georges Island Visitor Center, Boston Harbor Istands
2011 Preservation Award, Boston Preservation Alliance,
Rehabilitation/Restoration Preserving Boston’s Heritage

Sandwich Town Hall, Sandwich, MA
2011 Preservation Award, Massachusetts Historical Commission
2011 MAAB William D. Smith Accessibility Award

Rockport Community Hounse, MA
201 | Preservation Award, Massachusetts Historical Commission

West Hall, Tufts University, Medford MA
2011 Paul E. Tsongas Preservation Award, Preservation Massachusetts
2007 International Excellence in Masonry Restoration Award, MCAA

Old South Meeting House Tower Clock Restoration, Boston, MA
2012 Preserving Boston’s Architectural/Cultural Heritage, Boston Preservation Alliance
2010 BPA Award for Restoration of an Iconic Boston Landmark

Congress Street Bridge Preservation, Boston, MA
2010 BPA Award Significant Rehabilitation by a Public Agency

Gloucester City Hall Tower Restoration, Gloacester, MA
2009 Preservation Award Victorian Society of America, NE Chapter

Edmund Fowle House, Watertown, MA
2008 Massachusetts Historical Commission Preservation Award
2008 Watertown Historical Commission Preservation Award

Newburyport City Hall, Newburyport, MA
2008 Massachusetts Historical Commission Preservation Award
2006 Newburyport Historical Commission Preservation Award

Bigelow Chapel, Mount Auburn Cemetery, Cambridge/Watertown, MA
2007 Watertown Historical Commission Preservation Award

Gate of Heaven Church, South Boston, MA
2007 Massachusetts Historical Commission Preservation Award
2007 Boston Preservation Alliance Preservation Award

Unitarian Universalist Church of Medford, MA
2007 Massachusetts Historical Commission Preservation Award

Merrimac Town Hall, Merrimac, MA
2006 Massachusetts Historical Commission Preservation Award

Governor Bellingham-Cary House, Chelsea, MA
2006 Massachusetts Historical Commission Preservation Award

Shore Belt Parkway Redesign of Robert Moses Bridges, Brooklyn, NY
2006 New York City Art Commission Award for Excellence in Design

Emmanuel Church, Boston, MA
2005 Significant Renovation/Restoration Award, Boston Preservation Alliance

324 Broadway - PO Box 45248 - Somerville, MA 02145 = 017-625-8901 + Fax 617-625-8902
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MeGinley Kalsow & Associates, Inc.

e St. Mary’s Charch, Newport, RI
2005 Rhode Island Historic Preservation & Heritage Commission Award

* Dunstable Town Hall, Dunstable, MA
2004 Massachusetts Historical Commission Preservation Award

* Powderhouse Park, Somerville, MA
2006 Preservation Massachusetts Frederick Law Olmsted Award
2004 Massachusetts Historical Commission Preservation Award

* St. Vincent de Paul Church, South Boston, MA
2003 Boston Preservation Alliance Preservation Award

* Illuminating Boston: The Diamond Necklace Project
2002 Boston Preservation Alliance Award

* Fast Cambridge Green Line Viaduct Rehabilitation
2002 Cambridge Historical Commission Preservation Award

« Jamaica Plain Spanish 7" Day Adventist Church
2001 Massachusetts Historical Commission Preservation Award
2001 Boston Preservation Alliance Award

*  Fort Trumbull Restoration & Conversion, New London, CT
2001 New England, Illuminating Engineering Society Design Award

*  (oolidge Corner MBTA Station, Brookline, MA
2000 Massachusetts Historical Commission Preservation Award
2000 Town of Brookline Preservation Commission Award

* People's Baptist Church, Roxbary, MA
2000 Preservation Award, Massachusetts Historical Commission

¢  Commanding Officer's Quarters, Watertown, MA
2000 Massachusetts Historical Commission Honorable Mention
2000 Massachusetts Architectural Access Board Honor Design Award
2000 Watertown Historical Commission Preservation Award

*  Orchard House (Louisa May Alcott Memorial), Concord, MA
2000 Preservation Award, Victorian Society of America, N.E. Chapter
2000 Save America's Treasures National Award for Preservation
2000 Massachusetts Historical Commission Preservation Award

¢  Union United Methodist Church, Boston, MA
1999 Massachusetts Historical Commission Preservation Award
1998 Boston Preservation Alliance Award
1998 Massachuselts Architectural Access Board Design Award

¢  The Parkman Bandstand, Boston Common, Boston, MA
1998 Massachusetts Architectural Access Board Design Award
1998 Boston Preservation Alliance Award

*  Olmsted Emerald Necklace, 4 Riverway Bridges
1998 Boston Preservation Alliance Award

324 Broadway - PO Box 45248 - Somerville, MA 02145 - 617-625-8g01 « Fax 617-625-8902 3



McGinley Kalsow & Associates, Ine.

= Torrent Fire Station, Lowell, MA
1997 Massachusetts Historical Commission Preservation Award

* Pollard Memorial Library, Lowell, MA
1995 Lowell Historic Preservation Commission Award

* The South Church, Andover, MA
1995 Massachusetts Historical Commission Preservation Award
t995 Preservation Award Victorian Society of America, NE Chapter

*» MWRA Steam Pump Station, Boston, MA
1994 Massachusetts Historical Commission Preservation Award

e  West Parish Chuorch, Andover, MA
1992 Massachusetts Historical Commission Preservation Award

* Revere Beach Reservation, Revere, MA
1992 Massachusetts Historical Commission Preservation Award
1992 THuminating Engineering Society Design Award

¢ Central Artery / Third Harbor Tunnel, Boston, MA
1990 APA Outstanding Project
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