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Town of Harwich
Board of Health
732 Main Street Harwich, MA 02645

508-430-7509 – Fax 508-430-7531

E-mail: health@town.harwich.ma.us
January 11, 2021
Weekly COVID-19 Case Update

CASES AND STATISTICS

To date there have been a total of 350 cases of COVID-19 in the Town of Harwich. As of today, we are following 44 active cases of COVID-19 in Harwich residents (not including Wingate), the largest case load we have seen at one time to date.  These active cases include household spread that started from gatherings or travel over the school break, however many cases are from unknown origin.
Harwich has been moved back into the “red” which designates us as a High Risk Community.  This designation is made when a community of our size reaches a positivity rate of over 5% and has had more than 25 positive cases in a two week period. We have a positivity rate of 5.15% and 55 new cases in the last 2 weeks.
Over the weekend Barnstable County's 3-day new case tally set another new record--481 cases were recorded between 1/8 and 1/10. 
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N7 Massachusetts Department of Public Health COVID-19 Dashboard - Thursday, January 7, 2021

Count and Rate of Confirmed COVID-19 Cases and Tests Performed in MA by City/Town, January 1, 2020 -

January 5, 2021

Harwich

Hampden 246 34
Hancock 12 0
Hanover 710 191
Hanson 469 79
Hardwick as 11
Harvard 73 13
350 55

Higher 6263 676 35
Lower 179 17 0

Lower 13939 1776 206
Lower 9892 1128 93
Higher 2048 142 12
Lower 5473 416 13
Higher 11009 1224 63

Higher
0% Lower
Lower
Higher
Higher

No Change
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Active COVID Clusters by Exposure Setting Type for the Period 12/6/20 to 1/2/21 (as of 1/7/21)

Source: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-response-reporting. Tabulation: V. Harik, Barnstable County DHS

New Clusters

Ongoing Clusters

(Identified 12/6/20 — 1/2/21) But Not Meeting Criteria for Closing) Total

Confirmed Close Confirmed Close Confirmed Close
Exposure Setting Clusters Cases Contacts | Clusters Cases Contacts Clusters Cases Contacts
Household 19,931 51,044 - 13,783 5,886 - 33,714 56,930 -
Long Term Care Facilities 122 1,186 - 206 2,401 - 328 3,587 -
Child Care 155 478 671 157 100 355 312 578 1,026
Senior Living 52 396 33 79 440 195 131 836 228
Social Gatherings 49 307 42 38 30 26 87 337 68
Restaurants & Food Courts 25 223 40 50 78 34 75 301 74
Hospitals 18 173 15 30 223 74 48 3% 89
24/7 Congregate Settings 44 162 51 62 128 38 106 290 89
Other Healthcare 21 127 57 27 50 14 48 177 71
K-12 Schools 30 121 243 59 64 56 89 185 299





RE-OPENING PLANS

Governor Baker announced that the temporary extension of Order #59 will continue until noon on January 24, 2021.  This Order limits capacity inside most businesses to 25%, including restaurants as well as reduces the gathering limitations to 10 people inside and 25 outside.  This gathering limit includes private and public property.  Businesses that fall into this Order must also close to the public at 9:30 pm.
VACCINE UPDATE

COVID vaccine clinics have been set up for First Responders this week.  Police, Fire, Harbormasters and private EMS company employees performing COVID-facing jobs are eligible to receive their first dose of vaccine during this current phase.  
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In order of priority

Clinical and non-clinical healthcare
workers doing direct and
COVID-facing care
Long term care facilities, rest
homes and assisted living facilities
First responders (EMS, Fire, Police)
Congregate care settings
(including corrections and shelters)
Home-based healthcare workers
Healthcare workers doing
non-COVID-facing care

PHASE TWO
In order of priority

Individuals with 2+ comorbidities
and/or age 75+ (high risk for
COVID-19 complications)
Early education and K-12 workers,
transit, grocery, utility, food and
agriculture, sanitation, public works
and public health workers
Adults 65+

Individuals with one comorbidity

PHASE THREE

Vaccine available to general public

December - February

Estimated timeframes

‘ebruary - April

April - June





We are receiving many calls from residents wondering how they can get a vaccine.  If you are in Phase one, your employer is responsible for ordering and distributing vaccine or you can attend one of the mass vaccination sites that the State has set up.  

Once we get to Phase 2, we will take direction from the DPH on how to set up our clinics. We are NOT taking appointments or requests for appointments at this time.  When we know more information, we will alert the public. Many pharmacies will also be providing COVID vaccine.

Harwich relies on both the VNA and the Barnstable County Department of Health and Environment for vaccine distribution.  The County has agreed to be a vaccine depot for towns on the Cape.  This means that the County will receive, store and distribute COVID vaccine to individual towns.  When the DPH indicates that it is time to hold public clinics, Harwich will hold clinics for our residents in a similar setting as our drive-through flu clinics. We may or may not regionalize with a neighboring town to hold a clinic, this is to be determined.  

More information on the Vaccine plan can be found here:

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/when-can-i-get-the-covid-19-vaccine
TESTING

Outer Cape Health Services has announced that they are extending FREE asymptomatic testing for people through February 28, 2021.  This is the rapid antigen test and is not valid for Travel Order compliance.  PCR testing is also available here. For testing options at Outer Cape Health, please call 508-905-2888 in advance to make a testing appointment.
Testing is available in other locations 7 days per week through Cape Cod Healthcare.  Call the Community Testing Line at 508-534-7103 to make an appointment.

CLOSING MESSAGE

We continue to see community spread of COVID-19 in Harwich.  Outer Cape Health services has reported that 60% of all of the positive rapid tests that they performed have been from asymptomatic individuals.  It is so very important to limit close contact with other people, including children.  Sleepovers, playdates, dinner parties etc. are known to spread the virus from seemingly healthy people to other people who work with the public.  Teenagers spread it to parents, who bring it to work and infect others.  The cycle needs to break, we need to do a better job of stopping the spread. The vaccine will help, but social distancing and wearing a mask are immediate and effective ways to do your part to stop the spread.    
See you next week!
Meggan Eldredge

Health Director
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