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NO HUNTING ON SUNDAY

Youth Deer Hunt Day

Deer (Big Game)

Sept.30,2023

Zones 10-14: Oct. 2 - Nov. 25,2023
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see full
reSuletion3 for

l antlered deerstatewide OR antlerless
deer in the wildlife Maoagem€nt Zone(s)

.......rpp91!!ec.9!r.!ie.pern!!.

..........!..eJapl.eJi!........... -...

............ll-olsg!..................
Primltive Flraarms

see full
regulationsfor

more information

2 antlered deer +

antlerless deer by permit

Oec. 11-De€.30,

OPEN SEASON
(ALL DATES INCLUSIVE

DAILY BAG
LIMIT

POSSESSTON
LIMIT

ANNUAL
LIMIT

DEER

BLACK BEAR

Blacl Bear
(8i8 Game)

Zones 1-14
Sept.5-Sept.23,2023
Nov.6 - Nov.25,2023 see full regulations for more information. 1

Nov.27- De..9 2023

UPLAND GAME BIRDSA

Zones 1-14
lan. 2 - Apr 10, 2023 and July 1, 2023 - Apr. 10, 2024

{M, F, Sat onlY}

Pheasant !..e.Pl,3,.9,..$."?3,.?nd.Q!!"7.,.?-0.:..3-...... 2 4 No limit
Zones 1-14 Oct. 14 - Der. 30,

quail Zones 11-14 Oct.14 - Dec.30.2023 4 8 No limit
Ruffed Grouse Zones 1-14 Oct. 14 - Nov.25,2023 3 6 1S

wlld Turkey
(Bis Game) .... lill; Ssne!.1-0.-..$:::..-.....

Fall: Zones L-9"'

Youth Hunt: Zdn€s 1-13

......s.Pf!ns; Zones l-13
.Apri1.23.-29?1$pr-c!-al.r.e'.;!r.,!I9!r.ipp.!v::l
...............Apr!!.?l-14.?y.?-0,.?-0..2.?..............
................_ojL.?:.N9y,.2..s-?9-21...............

Oct.15 - Nov.25,2023

See fullr€gula6ons for more information

* Crow, phe.sant, and quail hundnt ar. dos.d dudnS shot8un d.er s€ason. Migratory game birds (includes waterfowl, woodcoc( snipc, rails): Seasons and bag

limiB set annually. for Migratory Game Bird Regulanons vl.sitt nos'qov/nigratory-gomc-bitd.

" Musr have completed th€ Youth Turk€y Hunt pro8ram.

1" shotSun, muzieloadin8 shotgun, and archeryfrom Oct. 16-28,2023.

RABBIT, HARE & SOUIRREL

cottontail R.bbit Zones 1-14
Jan. 1 2023 - Feb. 28, 2023
Oct. 11, 2023 - Feb. 29, 2024

5 10

Snourshoe Hare
lan.2, 2023-Feb. 28, 2023

O.t. 14, 2023 - Feb. 29, 2024
Zones 1-14 42

cray squirrel Zoner 1-14
Jan. 2, 2023-Feb. 28, 2023
Sept. S,2023 - Feb.29,2024

5 10

Rabbit, hare, and squirrelhuntinS are closed duranS shotgun deerseason

Bobcat Zones 1-8 lan.2-Mar.8- 2023 and Dec.20. - Mar 8, 2024
Zones 1-14 Jan.2 -Mar 8.2023 and O.t.14. 2023 - Mar 8,2024

For (red or gray) Z(lnes 1-14 lan. 2- reb- 28,2023 and Nov.1,2023 F€b.29,2024
Jan.2 -lan. 31. 2023 and Oct. 1. 2023-1an.31,2024

Zones 1-14 lan. 2 -lan. 31, 2023 and Oct. 2, 2023 - Jan. 31, 2024 3
See fu ll .egulations for

more information,

All furbearer hunting seesont are .losed durinS shotSun deea s€eson, cxcept for covotes. Spealel rcstrictlona apply.

The following species mey be tak€n year'round (ercept during shotSun deer season)by la.ensed hunters with no dailyor seasonalbag limit: English sparrow, flying
squirrel, red squkrel, chipmunk, porcupine, skunk, sta.lan8, w€as€1, woodchurk.

telcon€rs meyhunt pheasant, bobwhite quail, ruffud grouse, cottontailrabbit, snowshoe here, and Sray squirrel from the respective openin8 daythrouSh March 15th.

TRAPPING
Beaver' lan. I April15,2023and Nov. 1,2023-April15,2024
Bobaatr:, coyote', Foxt, w€asel Nov. 1-Nov.30,2023

Nov. 1-Nov.22,2023
Minkl, River Ottei Nov. 1- Dec. 15,2023

TO REPORT VIOLATIONS
{80o) 632-8075

www.mass.gov/ole

Muskrat, Opossum, R.c.oon, Skunk Jan. 1-Feb. 28. 2023 and Nov. 1, 2023- Feb. 29, 2024

1- Peltchecking/reportingrequjred.
2- Eobcats mayonly be trapped or !alvag€d in Wildlif€ ManaSement Zones 1-8

OPEN SEASON
(ALL OATES INCLUSIVE)

Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife I 1 Rabbit Hill Road, Westborough. MA 01581 | 508-389-6300

Visit us ah www.mass.gov/masswildlife Facebook: www.facebook.com/masswildlife Questions?: Contact us at mass.wildlife@mass.gov

FURBEARERS

Fishei



oct.14-oct.21
Noe28-].n.27 6

l8'
18.

Jan.9 -lan.27lsc.up with 2-bird daily ba8, Coast.lZone only)

NEW BAG LIM ITS
M.llard dailybaglimit has increased from 2 to4 {only 2
femalet. Re$lrr 8ooi. (except Snow & Eluelin the Berlshire
Zone has increased from I to 3. Arint in the CoanalZone only
hasdecrea!€d f.om 2 to l.
ACTIVE M ILITARY & VETERAN
WATERFOWL HUNT I
Two natewlde Active Milirary & V€teran ware.fowlHunt
season dates lsep. 23, 2023 and lan. 29, 2024) are opeh
lor watedowlhuntng b,y veterans and cur€nt members
of lhe Armed Forcer on active duty, includlng m€mbetsof
the Nationalcuard and 8ererve on adive duty (otherrhan
for lraining). The term -vetemn,- i, defined, p€r section
r0l oltille 38, United Stat!! Cod€, asi p€6on who seryed
in the active milhrrv, n.val, or airservice, and who wis
dircharyed or released therefiom unde, condationr other
than dashonoable. Prool ofeligibility is required rhd mun be
caried on pe.sonwhile huntin!. Allretular season watedowt
.eSulations and b.g limits appty.

YOUTH WATERFOWL H UNT
Dorin8the Youth WaterfowlHunt season dater (5€p.23,
2023 a.d O.1.7,2023), waterfowlhunteG ages 12-17 may
hunt ductr,.oots, mer8anseE and8eeq. AllreSular reason
waterfowl reSulations and bag limic apply. Allyouth hunieG
nust b€ ac@mp:nied bya licensed adult hunter with a valid
MA wat€rfowlstamp. One lirearm only. Adult hunter may not
hunt and maycarryfirearm onlywhen unloaded and.as€d.
No liccnse, wat€rfowl nampr! or fi rearms adentficanon card
(F lol .equire.l ior Youth Wate.fowl season hu.re6 ated
12-14. License, MA wat€rfowl stamp, and FID requned for
15 year old Youth Waterfowlseason hunte6. License, MA
waterfowlstamp, fed.ral w.terfowl stamp, and tlo requked
for Youth Wat€rfowlsearon hunte.5aged 16-17,

HIP SURVEY REOUIRED
AllmigEtoryg,amE bkd hunteE must reslster wnh th€
Haryesthfomation ProSram (HlP)eachcalendaryear.
Licenred woodco.k, snipe,.oot, rail/ and warerfowl hu ntere
murt complete a HIP survey online at mass.gov/massfishhunt
or anywhere hunnnt licensesare sold when pL,rchasinS a
srate waterfowl rtamp. wat€.fowl hunteE a.e automarically

C@r photo: DDk malhd by M.sswndffd8irr slnne

15

sep.1- Nov 7 10 30

I 74 DSep. 1- De.. 15

OEt. 2 - Nov 22 3 9

Dec.ll-Dec.30
18
18

Oct.14 - Nov 25
Dec.12 -lan- 6

18
18

15 45

t5

Re8'r lar Goose {ex.ept snow & Blu€)
3 9Od. l0 - Nov 25

D€..11-Dec.14
central: Oct.14 - Nov 25 2 6

Oec. 12 -lan.5 2 6
od.14-oct.21
Nov. 29 -ran.27 6

Early canada Goos€ (5tat€wide)B Sep. 1- sep.22 15

Berkhire Jan.1-feb.l5 5 15
c
North.m portion of Coanalzon€ lan.29-Feb.l5 S 15

15 '15

Late Snow & Blue Goose
(Cent6 L zone / N orthern portlon of Coastal Zone) Sa me as Late Ca nada 6oose 15

Sa me ar ducks (rn.luded as pa ol 6'duck daily bas limit) 4 1?..
Brant lcoastalZone Dec.12-Jan.15

Fakonry (Ducks & coot only, no Ceese) Od.9- Feb.9

sep.23 & Oct.7

Active Military & Veteran Waterfowl Hunt (Statewide) sep. 23 & la n. 29 Same As SeEUlar Seasons

'Sineyorinih..A,rogar.s!SlrElyorinth.a8a..Bat,but^on...rhan3scorer,3Eider(onetem.le),3toI3r.il.ddu.kinth.6aitybag
e ih po$esion, b{t no nor. rhan 9 scorer, 9 Eider {r t€n.l€i), 9 Lo.g-raibd du.k.

A. The daily bat may contain no morethan 6ducks, ofwhkh no more than 4 may be sea ducksr (see below)
AmErican 8lackou.k 2 M.llard 4 {only2lemale) wood ou.l
Nodher. pintall 1 Redhead 2 canvalback
FulvooswhisnlnglMottledlHrrtequin
Scaup l{see coa3tals.ason) Eid.rr l(onlvltemale) Scotea
Long.tail.d d!ck' 3

Possesslon llhltr ar. trltl.th. dally b!a. (..8,, Malhrds - po$e$lon llmlt ls 12 of which only 6 may be a.male).

B. For Ea.lv Canada Gooseseason only, hunnng hours are 1/2 hour beforesunrise to 1/2 hourafter s!nset.
C. Sea ducks count as resLrlarducksduringthe reSular duck season in allZones.

3
2
NONE
3

i,4ASSACHUSETTS DIV]SlON OF
FISHERIES & WILDLIFE
1 Rabbit Hill Road I westborou8h, MA 01581
pr (s08)389-6300 | e: masr.wildlife@ma!s.sov
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2023 - 202
MIGRATOR
GAME BIR

2023 2O24 S EASON DATES & 8AG LIMITS

REGTJLATION

MASS.GOV/MASSWILDLIFE
Visit mass.Sov/migratory-game-bird lor more information MASSWILDLIFE
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