
AMEND ZONING BYLAW – CHAPTER 325, ARTICLE XXIII LARGE SCALE GROUND-MOUNTED PHOTOVOLTAIC ARRAYS

ARTICLE 39:	To see if the Town will vote to amend the Code of the Town of Harwich Zoning Bylaw, Article XXIII Large Scale Ground-Mounted Photovoltaic Arrays, by inserting a new Section 325-144(D) “Design Standards for Accessory Residential Photovoltaic Arrays”.

§ 325-144  Design standards.
A.  Lighting. Lighting of large-scale ground-mounted solar photovoltaic installations shall be consistent with local, state and federal law. Lighting of other parts of the installation, such as appurtenant structures, shall be limited to that required for safety and operational purposes, and shall be reasonably shielded from abutting properties. Where feasible, lighting of the large-scale ground-mounted solar photovoltaic installation shall be directed downward and shall incorporate full cut-off fixtures to reduce light pollution.

B.  Signage. Signs on large-scale ground-mounted solar photovoltaic installations shall comply with a Harwich Sign Code. A sign that identifies the owner and provides a twenty-four-hour emergency contact phone number shall be required. Large-scale ground-mounted solar photovoltaic installations shall not be used for displaying any advertising except for reasonable identification of the manufacturer or operator of the installation.

C.  Utility connections. Reasonable efforts, as determined by the Planning Board, shall be made to place all utility connections for the large-scale ground-mounted solar photovoltaic installation underground, depending on appropriate soil conditions, shape, and topography of the site and any requirements of the utility provider. Electrical transformers for utility interconnections may be above ground if required by the utility provider.

D.  Design Standards for Accessory Residential Photovoltaic Arrays
0. Accessory Residential Rooftop Solar Installations
Accessory Residential Rooftop Solar Installations are allowed By-Right in all residential Zoning Districts. Solar panels shall not extend over the edge of the roof and shall not extend above the ridge line of the roof.
0. Accessory Residential Ground Mounted Solar Installations
Accessory Residential Ground Mounted Solar Installations are allowed By-Right in all residential Zoning Districts contingent upon the following requirements:
1. Setbacks – Accessory Residential Ground mounted solar panels must comply with all of the setback requirements in the applicable Zoning District.
1. Height – Accessory Residential Ground mounted solar panels shall not exceed 15 feet in height.
1. Screening – Accessory Residential Ground mounted solar panels shall be screened from view from any public or private way. The solar installation shall be screened with a minimum of six foot high solid fence or densely planted evergreen buffer.
1. Location – Accessory Residential Ground mounted solar panels shall be mounted in the rear yard behind the rear building line.
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Or to take any other action relative thereto.  By request of the Planning Board.


