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April 29, 2021

WEEKLY COVID-19 UPDATE

CASES & STATISTICS
To date, Harwich has seen a cumulative total of 746 cases of COVID-19. We are currently following 16 active cases. The positivity rate has dropped to 4.79%, which moves us to the “Yellow” designation. Over the last two weeks the Town has seen 41 positive tests out of total 856 tests.

VACCINE
To date, 6,243 of our 12,589 full time residents are fully vaccinated, and 7,855 have received at least one dose.

	Age Group
	Population Size
	Individuals with at least one dose
	Fully vaccinated individuals

	0-19 Years
	                             1,993 
	                                   195
	                                     50

	20-29 Years
	                             1,055 
	                                 486
	                                 240

	30-49 Years
	                             2,146 
	                             1,413
	                                 828

	50-64 Years
	                             3,012 
	                             2,251 
	                                 1,515 

	65-74 Years
	                             2,551 
	                             2,202
	                             1,986 

	75+ Years
	                             1,833 
	                             1,824
	                             1,624 

	Total
	                          12,589 
	                             8,381
	                             6,243



A private vaccination clinic was held on Wednesday April 28th at the Harwich Community Center. Approximately 80 individuals were vaccinated with the Moderna vaccine. Thank you to Outer Cape Health, Harwich Fire, MRC, CERT, and Jen for all the hard work!

Barnstable County has transitioned to the new, state-run vaccine pre-registration system, called “Color”. In order to get a first-dose vaccine appointment you must pre-register at https://www.mass.gov/info-details/preregister-for-a-covid-19-vaccine-appointment. Over the coming weeks, vaccine availability at select pharmacy location is also expected to increase substantially. 
UPDATES
The Baker-Polito Administration announced on Tuesday that Massachusetts will reopen some outdoor Phase 4, Step 2 industries effective May 10th and put plans in place for further reopening on May 29th and August 1st. The Administration continues to take steps to reopen the Commonwealth's economy with public health metrics continuing to trend in a positive direction. This includes drops in average daily COVID cases and hospitalizations. Massachusetts remains first in the nation for first vaccine doses and total doses administered per capita, among states with more than 5 million people. The Administration will also relax the Face Coverings Order for some outdoor settings, effective April 30th. 
 
Phase IV, Step 2 Industries and Gathering Changes:
On March 22, Massachusetts loosened capacity restrictions and advanced to Step 1 of Phase IV of the reopening plan. Since then, case rates dropped by 20%. The positivity rate has dropped to the lowest levels recorded since last summer.  
 
Effective Monday, May 10th:
Large venues such as indoor and outdoor stadiums, arenas and ballparks currently open as part of Phase 4, Step 1 at 12% will be permitted to increase capacity to 25%.
 
The Commonwealth will reopen some outdoor Phase 4, Step 2 industries including amusement parks, theme parks and outdoor water parks that will be permitted to operate at a 50% capacity after submitting safety plans to the Department of Public Health. 
 
Road races and other large, outdoor organized amateur or professional group athletic events will be permitted to take place with staggered starts after submitting safety plans to a local board of health or the DPH. Youth and adult amateur sports tournaments will be allowed for moderate and high risk sports.  Singing will also be permitted indoors with strict distancing requirements at performance venues, restaurants, event venues and other businesses.
 
Effective May 29th:
Subject to public health and vaccination data, gathering limits will increase to 200 people indoors and 250 people outdoors for event venues, public settings and private settings.
 
Subject to public health and vaccination data, additional Phase 4, Step 2 industries will be permitted to open including:
 
· Street festivals, parades and agricultural festivals, at 50% of their previous capacity and after submitting safety plans to the local board of health.
· Bars, beer gardens, breweries, wineries and distilleries, will be subject to restaurant rules with seated service only, a 90 minute limit and no dance floors.
· Subject to public health and vaccination data, the restaurant guidance will be updated to eliminate the requirement that food be served with alcohol and to increase the maximum table size to 10.
 
Effective August 1st: 
 Subject to public health and vaccination data, remaining industries will be permitted to open including:
·       Dance clubs, and nightclubs
· Saunas, hot-tubs, steam rooms at fitness centers, health clubs and other facilities
· Indoor water parks
· Ball pits
 
All industry restrictions will be lifted at that time, and capacity will increase to 100% for all industries, with businesses encouraged to continue following best practices. The gathering limit will be rescinded.
 
[bookmark: _Hlk70409679]Depending on vaccine distribution and public health data, the Administration may consider re-evaluating the August 1st date. The Department of Public Health will also continue to issue guidance as needed, including guidance to still require masks indoors. 
 
Face Coverings Order: 
Effective April 30th, the Face Coverings Order will be relaxed for some outdoor settings. 
 
Face coverings will only be required outside in public when it is not possible to socially distance, and at other times required by sector-specific guidance. 
 
Face coverings will still be required at all times in indoor public places. Face coverings will also continue to be required at all times at events, whether held indoors or outdoors and whether held in a public space or private home, except for when eating or drinking. 
 
At smaller gatherings in private homes, face coverings are recommended but not required. The $300 fine as an enforcement mechanism will be eliminated. 
 
For more information, visit mass.gov/reopening. 

**** NOTE: Any member of the public utilizing Route 28, between Lower County Road and Bank Street between 9 am and 10 pm, still must wear a face covering at all times over their nose and mouth and must exercise social distancing, regardless of the Face Covering Order being lifted by the State. This order will remain in effect until notice is given, pursuant to the Board of Health’s judgment that the Order is no longer necessary.****

Sector Specific Safety Standards:
As of April 30th, 2021, many of the Sector Specific Safety Standards have been rescinded. Some of the Standards that have been rescinded are: Golf, Library, and Construction. These sectors would now need to follow the Safety Standards for “Sectors Not Otherwise Addressed” which can be found at: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/safety-standards-and-checklist-sectors-not-otherwise-addressed.

TESTING
For free testing at Outer Cape Health, please call 508-905-2888 to make an appointment.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Barnstable County offers FREE COVID-19 testing at the Barnstable County Fairgrounds Tuesdays 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM and Fridays 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM. Call to make an appointment 774-330-3002 – or take 1 minute and schedule online at https://bit.ly/3doeaH5

Testing is still available in other locations 7 days per week through Cape Cod Healthcare.  Call the Community Testing Line at 508-534-7103 to make an appointment.

REMINDER
Please continue to maintain social distancing, mask use, and good hand hygiene. We need to work together as a community to minimize the spread!

Stay Safe!
~Dr. O’Neill
   Health Director


































4/29/2021: Barnstable County Regional COVID-19 Update
   
New Cases:  DPH new cases reported Wednesday:    
                Barnstable County:        20 new cases
                Martha's Vineyard:          6 new cases
                Nantucket:                         9 new cases

Test Positivity Rates (14-day average, as of 4/28/21):   
Barnstable County:                      3.40% (vs. 4.34%) (lower vs. previous fortnight)  
Dukes County:                              Pending (vs. 7.24%) (Pending)
Nantucket County:                      Pending (vs. 6.69%) (Pending)
Dukes & Nantucket Counties     6.61% (vs. 7.03%) (lower)
A test percent positivity rate below 5% suggests that an outbreak is on the way to containment. 
      
The CDC has released guidance on Safer Activities for Fully Vaccinated Persons:
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Individuals with at Least One Dose Administered by County and Age Group, as of 4/22/21
Source: Data, MA DPH, 4/22/21; Analysis, V. Harik, Barnstable County Dept. of Human Services
20-29 30-49 50-64 65-74
Barnstable County 0-19 Years Years Years Years Years 75+ Years Total
Total Population by Age Bracket 36,252 22,041 38,725 51,716 38,964 28,931 216,629
Age Bracket % of County Population 17% 10% 18% 24% 18% 13%
Persons in Age Group with at Least One Dose| 2,212 7,817 21,142 36,323 33,486 27,382 128,362
Percent of Age Group with at Least One Dose| 6% 35% 55% 70% 86% 95% 59.3%
Persons in Age Group Not Yet Vaccinated. 34,040 14,224 17,583 15,393 5,478 1,549 88,267
Percent of Age Group Not Yet Vaccinated 94% 65% 45% 30% 14% 5% 40.7%
* Due to privacy concerns, vaccination figures are suppressed where less than 30 persons are vaccinated
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