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Town of Harwich
Board of Health
732 Main Street Harwich, MA 02645

508-430-7509 – Fax 508-430-7531

E-mail: health@town.harwich.ma.us
February 26, 2021
Weekly COVID-19 Case Update

CASES AND STATISTICS

To date there have been a total of 574 cases of COVID-19 in the Town of Harwich. As of today, we are following 6 active cases of COVID-19 in Harwich residents (Yay!!)  Our positivity rate has decreased again this week, 3.45% which is determined by the number of tests administered.  There were 953 tests administered and 33 tests were positive in the last 2 weeks. Our numbers are once again heading in the right direction. 
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REOPENING PLAN

Since the beginning of this year, key public health data, such as new cases and hospitalizations, have been closely monitored and a significant decline has been documented, allowing for a return to Step 2 of Phase III, effective March 1 for all cities and towns. This includes the following updates to businesses, activities and capacities:
· Indoor performance venues such as concert halls, theaters, and other indoor performance spaces will be allowed to reopen at 50% capacity with no more than 500 persons

· Indoor recreational activities with greater potential for contact (laser tag, roller skating, trampolines, obstacle courses) will be allowed to reopen at 50% capacity

· Capacity limits across all sectors with capacity limits will be raised to 50% and exclude employees

· Restaurants will no longer have a percent capacity limit and will be permitted to host musical performances; six-foot social distancing, limits of six people per table and 90 minute limits remain in place

Residents must continue to wear masks to prevent the spread of COVID-19, and are encouraged to avoid contact outside of their immediate households. The Travel Advisory and other public health orders remain in effect.

Gathering Changes and Phase IV Start
Provided public health metrics continue to improve, effective on March 22, all communities in Massachusetts will move into Step 1 of Phase IV of the state’s reopening plan. This will open a range of previously closed business sectors under tight capacity restrictions that are expected to be adjusted over time if favorable trends in the public health data continue. Effective on the planned advancement to Step 1 of Phase IV, the following industries will be permitted to operate at a strict 12% capacity limit after submitting a plan to the Department of Public Health (DPH):
· Indoor and outdoor stadiums

· Arenas

· Ballparks
Also effective on March 22, gathering limits for event venues and in public settings will increase to 100 people indoors and 150 people outdoors. Outdoor gatherings at private residences and in private backyards will remain at a maximum of 25 people, with indoor house gatherings remaining at 10 people.
Additionally, dance floors will be permitted at weddings and other events only, and overnight summer camps will be allowed to operate this coming summer. Exhibition and convention halls may also begin to operate, following gatherings limits and event protocols. Other Phase IV sectors must continue to remain closed. 

VACCINE UPDATE

We are in Phase 2 of the Vaccination Plan which includes these priority groups:
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Seventy eight percent of all doses shipped to Massachusetts have been administered.
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“Data from the Massachusetts Immunization Information System (MIs) are as of midight the night before.
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Barnstable County has been shipped 38,220 doses of vaccine to date.
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For those who received a shot at a regional clinic on Cape and are ready for their second dose, make sure to check your email frequently for the link from Banstable County.  This link will take you to a clinic specifically for second doses.  

Clinics are frequently added to the www.maimmunization.org site.  Barnstable County is expecting to add daily testing sites in the next week.  If you haven’t signed up for alerts from banstablecounty.org it is a great resource.  An email alert will be sent out 24 hours before a clinic is posted.

We continue to be frustrated by the vaccine supply provided by the state.  Letters venting our frustrations have been sent up to the Governor’s office by our delegation as well as other public organizations.  Patience is required to get through this rush on getting a shot.  
TESTING

FREE asymptomatic testing for COVID-19 is still available at Outer Cape Health Service through February 28, 2021.  This is the rapid antigen test and is not valid for Travel Order compliance.  PCR testing is also available here. For testing options at Outer Cape Health, please call 508-905-2888 in advance to make a testing appointment.

Testing is available in other locations 7 days per week through Cape Cod Healthcare.  Call the Community Testing Line at 508-534-7103 to make an appointment.

Hang in there!
Meggan Eldredge

Assistant Town Administrator/Interim Health Director
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