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Town of Harwich
Board of Health
732 Main Street Harwich, MA 02645

508-430-7509 – Fax 508-430-7531

E-mail: health@town.harwich.ma.us
February 5, 2021
Weekly COVID-19 Case Update

CASES AND STATISTICS

To date there have been a total of 512 cases of COVID-19 in the Town of Harwich. As of today, we are following 31 active cases of COVID-19 in Harwich residents (not including Wingate).  We continue to have an elevated active caseload. 
Harwich remains in the “red” which designates us as a High Risk Community.  This designation is made when a community of our size reaches a positivity rate of over 5% and has had more than 25 positive cases in a two week period. We have a positivity rate of 5.45% which is determined by the number of tests administered.  There were 1266 tests administered and 69 tests were positive in the last 2 weeks. This is lower than last week.
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Count and Rate of Confirmed COVID-19 Cases and Tests Performed in MA by City/Town, January 1, 2020 -

February 2, 2021

Hampden 324 31 Lower 7748 560 34 Higher
Hancock 14 0 Lower 209 11 0 0% Lower
Hanover 1011 135 Lower 18318 2125 148 Lower
Hanson 668 79 Lower 12520 1167 89 Lower
Hardwick 63 7 Lower 2709 398 11 2.76% Lower
Harvard 101 11 Lower 6648 603 12 Lower
Harwich 512 60 Lower 13795 1266 69 Lower





RE-OPENING

The temporary capacity limits that Governor Baker imposed after the holidays has been lifted as of Monday, February 8, 2021.  Capacity limits return to Phase 3, Step 1 levels which have been amended to 40% for most sectors.  Restaurants are restricted to 40% capacity and the 90 minute seating limitation remains in place. https://www.mass.gov/info-details/reopening-massachusetts
VACCINE UPDATE
As of Monday, February 1st, all groups in Phase 1 and the first group in Phase 2 (people age 75 and over) are eligible to receive the vaccine. Eligibility of additional groups within Phase 2 has not been announced. Only Phase 1 and those age 75 and over are currently eligible. 
All clinics require an appointment.  Appointments must be made via the online sign-up found at:  https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-vaccination-locations
The difficulties surrounding transporting vaccine are being worked out and The Visiting Nurses Association has advised Health Departments that they will be available to assist with homebound individuals.  Please ensure that the Council on Aging is aware of a person’s homebound status in order to utilize this service.  Homebound, for the purposes of COVID-19 vaccine distribution, means that a person is unable to leave their home without the assistance of an ambulance.  If a person is able to get to a drive-through or walk-in clinic they are not considered “homebound” for this program.  Individuals should not contact the VNA directly for this service at this time.  
The Department of Public Health has a new program that assists people over the age of 75 who do not have the ability to use the online system sign up for a vaccine.  [image: image3.png]Massachusetts Vaccine Scheduling Resource Line

* Reach by calling 2-1-1, starting at 11:30 AM on 2/5/21

* Available in English and Spanish, with translators to support approximately
100 additional languages.

+ Individuals ages 75 and older will be able to speak to a representative on the
phone to assist them with an appointment through the state’s public website;
it will not give individuals access to additional appointments.

« If no appointments are available, callers can be placed on a call back list for
the mass vaccination sites to be called on first-come, first-served basis.




[image: image4.png]¢ Only for individuals ages 75 and older who cannot use the internet and
therefore are unable to schedule an appointment through the online
platforms.

* The resource line is not to answer general questions about COVID-19 or
provide individual health care advice.

* The quickest and easiest way to schedule a vaccine appointment or
check availability is to use the online system at mass.gov/covidvaccine




Vaccine distribution statistics from the Department of Public Health:
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Cumulative COVID-19 Vaccine Doses Shipped
to Massachusetts Providers by County of
Provider

Data as of February 02, 2021

samstavie [l 22900

Berkshire

20,325

Bristol

42,075
-

Essex 69,450

Frankin [J]e.400

Hampden

sompenvs [ 10050

Middlesex

49,375

s
ot 1300

Norfolk

59,175

Plymouth

46,300

Suffolk

324,325

Worcester

105,325




[image: image6.png]Massachusetts Department of Public Health COVID-19 Dashboard - Thursday, February 4, 2021

Total COVID-19 Vaccine Doses Administered by

Practice Type

Data as of February 02, 2021

Total COVID-19 Vaccine Doses Administered by Practice Type
(cumulative)
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TESTING

FREE asymptomatic testing for COVID-19 is still available at Outer Cape Health Service through February 28, 2021.  This is the rapid antigen test and is not valid for Travel Order compliance.  PCR testing is also available here. For testing options at Outer Cape Health, please call 508-905-2888 in advance to make a testing appointment.
Testing is available in other locations 7 days per week through Cape Cod Healthcare.  Call the Community Testing Line at 508-534-7103 to make an appointment.

We continue to be frustrated by the limited supply of vaccine on Cape Cod.  Please know that each local board of health has voiced their concern and are working collaboratively to change this inequity.  

Keep wearing your mask and social distancing!
Meggan Eldredge

Health Director
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